Welcome to the

Candlewick

Read to Us!
STORY-HOUR KIT
A Shortcut to Your Story Hour

I

t is with great pleasure that we present
our seventh Candlewick Read to Us!
Story-Hour Kit. This kit contains simple
and entertaining activities to be used
in conjunction with our books. Each
activity is designed to foster the skills
that lead to children’s early reading
success.

O

ur spring 2011 story-hour kit
showcases four humorous books
focusing on themes of imagination and
creativity. For each title, we offer two
activities aimed at boosting children’s
narrative skills, letter knowledge, print
awareness, vocabulary, print motivation,
or phonological awareness—and most
of all, their enthusiasm for literature.
Because the caregiver’s role is essential
in a child’s readiness to read, we have
included a handout at the end of this
kit that explains these six specific
early literacy skills. Passing this out to
caregivers will assist them in getting their
child ready to read.
Have fun!

SPRING 2011

Books to be used with this
Candlewick Read to Us!
Story-Hour Kit

The Perfect Nest

The Queen of France

by Catherine Friend
illustrated by John Manders
978-0-7636-2430-9
Ages 4–7

by Tim Wadham
illustrated by
Kady MacDonald Denton
978-0-7636-4102-3
Ages 4–8

Slightly Invisible

Mitchell’s License

written and illustrated by
Lauren Child
978-0-7636-5347-7
Ages 3–6

Candlewick P ress

by Hallie Durand
illustrated by Tony Fucile
978-0-7636-4496-3
Ages 3–7
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Directions
Mitchell’s License

The Queen of France

My Bedtime Driver’s License

I Feel

Mitchell doesn’t like going to bed — until his dad
invites him to “drive” there. Mitchell is only three years
old when he gets his license! Using the “My Bedtime
Driver’s License” reproducible, children can create their
own personalized license. Direct them to write their
name, address, age, birthday, and hair and eye color,
then sign the license to make it their own. Younger
children may need to dictate the information to an
adult. This is a good way for children to learn their
address as well

Rose wakes up one morning feeling royal, so she dons
her necklaces and bracelets. After many exchanges
between Rose (aka the Queen of France) and her
parents, Rose decides she will simply remain Rose. By
evening, Rose no longer feels royal — in fact, she feels
scary! Show children the last two pages of the book and
ask them what costume Rose is putting on to be scary.
Have them look for other dress-up items in the book’s
illustrations. Ask: What other people or things could
Rose dress up as? What might she feel if she did? (For
example, if she dressed up as a cowgirl, she might feel
brave.)

This activity builds letter knowledge and vocabulary.

Bedtime GPS
Mitchell decides to steer his dad to the gas station.
Together they take three right turns, then a left, and
beep the horn six times. Using the “Bedtime GPS”
reproducible, children can navigate through various
obstacles to get Mitchell to bed. Instruct children to
place a pencil or crayon on Mitchell and color three
spaces to the right, stopping in the end table square.
They should then (1) color five spaces down, stopping in
the painting square, (2) color seven spaces left, stopping
in the sofa square, (3) color three spaces up, stopping in
the square with the table and chairs, and (4) color four
spaces to the right, ending with Mitchell in bed.
This activity promotes listening skills, directionality, and
print awareness.

Using the “I Feel” reproducible, ask children to imagine
what they would like to be and how it might make
them feel. (For example, if they dressed up as a butterfly,
they might feel pretty.) Invite them to draw a picture of
themselves dressed up.
This activity fosters social skills and print motivation.

The Two E’s in Queen
Have children look at the word queen. Allow them to
say the word out loud several times. Ask them what
they notice about the sound of the two e’s in the word.
Explain that when two e’s are together in a word, they
make a long e sound. By using the “Two E’s in Queen”
reproducible, children can practice writing other words
in the ee family that rhyme with queen.
This activity builds letter knowledge, vocabulary, and print
and phonological awareness.
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Directions
The Perfect Nest

Slightly Invisible

Small, Medium, Large

Word Search

In The Perfect Nest, a chicken lays a small egg, a
duck lays a medium-size egg, and a goose lays a large
egg. Using the “Small, Medium, Large” reproducible,
children can cut and glue the eggs in order of size.
Challenge them to place each egg in the nest
corresponding to the animal that laid it.

Charlie usually doesn’t mind playing with his little
sister, Lola, but sometimes he wants to play with Marv
alone. The two friends want to catch tricky creatures
by making themselves invisible. Lola informs them that
someone already drank their invisible potion but that
she and her friend can help them catch a creature. Using
the Slightly Invisible word search, children can look for a
monster themselves, along with everything they need to
catch one.

This activity promotes letter knowledge and vocabulary.

Birds of a Feather
Using the “Birds of a Feather” reproducible, children can
use their classification skills to determine which animal
doesn’t belong in a particular group. After the children
place an X on the animal that is different — in this case,
the cat — ask them why the cat doesn’t belong with the
rest of the animals. Their answers may include the fact
that a cat doesn’t have wings, a cat has four legs, a cat
can’t lay eggs, and so on.
This activity reinforces classification skills and promotes
deductive reasoning.

This activity builds letter knowledge and print motivation.

My Search for Tricky Creatures
Charlie and Marv spend their time looking for
strange and tricky creatures — with the help of their
imagination. They float in outer space, dive to the
bottom of the ocean, and even create an invisible potion
from pink milk and a drop of banana. Using the “My
Search for Tricky Creatures” reproducible, children can
imagine their own scenes for sneaking up on strange
and tricky creatures. Ask children where they would
go to search for tricky creatures and how would they
catch them. Invite them to write or dictate their answer
in a simple sentence and depict it in a drawing. Once
children have completed their sheet, allow time for
sharing. This is a wonderful opportunity for children to
express their own creativity and imagination.
This activity builds narrative skills and creativity.

Illustration copyright © 2010 by Lauren Child
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Illustrations copyright © 2011 by Tony Fucile

The Queen of France

I Feel

I am a 												

and

I feel 													

.

Illustration copyright © 2011 by Kady MacDonald Denton
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The Queen of France

The Two E’s in Queen
Write these letters in the blanks below to make five ee words that rhyme:

			

b		

1.

ee

2.

ee

3.

ee

4.

ee

5.

ee

s		

tr		

thr		

fr

Now can you think of a color that rhymes with queen?
Can you think of more words that rhyme with queen?

Illustrations copyright © 2011 by Kady MacDonald Denton
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The Perfect Nest

Small, Medium, Large
Cut the eggs out and glue each one in its nest.

Chicken

Duck

Goose

Illustrations copyright © 2007 by John Manders
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The Perfect Nest

Birds of a Feather
Make an X on the animal that does not belong.
Why did you pick that animal?

Illustrations copyright © 2007 by John Manders

Read to Us! Story-Hour Kit

SPRING 2011

Candlewick P ress

www.candlewick.com

Slightly Invisible

Word Search
C
H
A
R
L
I
E
U
I
R

M
A
R
V
C
P
V
T
X
R

R
E
T
S
N
O
M
N
E
Q

E
B
P
Q
O
I
S
Y
D
A

K
U
C
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N
C
T
P
B

L
H
I
I
O
K
A
R
U
B

I
O
B
M
W
M
U
I

N
L
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Y
J
I
G
C
U Q
I T

E
N
P
A
G
L
H
K
H
L

CAUGHT

MARV

RABBIT

CHARLIE

MONSTER

TRICKY

INVISIBLE

PINK MILK

LOLA

POTION

T
U
J
P
N
K
T
Y
Q
P

Illustration copyright © 2010 by Lauren Child
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Slightly Invisible

My Search for Tricky Creatures
I look for tricky creatures 								
														

.

Illustration copyright © 2010 by Lauren Child
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Help Your Child
Get Ready to Read
Narrative Skills
Tell stories together, encourage pretend play,
and let your child be a storyteller.

Letter Knowledge
Help your child identify the first letter in his or
her name and find it in books, on street signs,
and on package labels.

Print Awareness
Help your child discover how to hold a book
and turn the pages.

Vocabulary
Teach your child the specific names for things,
such as vegetables in the grocery store.

Print Motivation
Find books that speak to your child’s interests,
and share them often.

Phonological Awareness
Sing songs, play games, and share rhymes to help
your child play with the smaller sounds in words.
Copyright © 2003 by Multnomah County Library (Oregon)

Illustrations copyright © 2011 by Tony Fucile
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